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DENIZ TICARET ODASI

Istanbul : 14.06.2019
Say1

Our Reference: 2275

Konu

Subject : 24. Hint Okyanusu Bélgesel I Forumu, 17-18 Haziran 2019, Durban, Giiney Afrika Hk.

SIRKULER No: 4 QQ /2019

Ilgi: Tiirkiye Odalar ve Borsalar Birligi’nin (TOBB) 10.06.2019 tarihli ve 5802 sayili yazis1 ve eki.

Saymn Uyemiz,
llgi yaz1 ile, “24. Hint Okyanusu Bolgesel Is Forumu”nun (Indian Ocean Rim Business Forum),
17-18 Haziran 2019 tarihlerinde, Durban, Gliney Afrika’da, Giiney Afrika Cumhuriyeti Ticaret ve
Sanayi Bakanhg: ile Avustralya Dis Iliskiler ve Ticaret Bakanligi ev sahipliginde, Hint Okyanusu
Bolgesel Orgiitii (IORA) iiyeleri ve Diyalog Ortaklarina agik olarak gerceklestirilecegi bildirilmektedir.
S6z konusu foruma iligkin detayh bilgiler ekte (Ek-1) yer almaktadir.

Bilgilerinizi arz/rica ederim.

Saygilarimla,
(5
Cenglz OZKAN

Genel Sekreter V.

EKLER:
Ek-1: Ilgi yaz1 ve eki.

DAGITIM

Geregi:
-Tiim Uyelerimiz (Web Sayfasinda)

Ayrintili bilgi: Gozde TURKES, Dis [liskiler Sorumlusu Telefon:252 0130-456 E-mail:gozde.turkes@denizticaretodasi.org.tr

"_ Meclis-i Mebusan Caddesi No: 22 34427 Findik) - Beyogiu - ISTANBUL / TURKIYE KAUIL YONETI S15TEM)
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Tarih @ 10.06.2019
Say1 : 34221550-720- 5802
Konu : 24 Hint Okyanusu Boélgesel Is Forumu

L |

Ilgi : Disisleri Bakanligi'nm 22.05.2019 tarih ve 23442339 sayili yazisi.

llgide kayith yazida, 24. Hint Okyanusu Bolgesel Is Forumu'nun (Indian Ocean Rim Businses Forum), 17-18
Haziran 2019 tarihleri arasinda, Durban'da, Giiney Afrika Cumhuriyeti Ticaret ve Sanayi Bakanhj ile
Avustralya Dis Iliskiler ve Ticaret Bakanlig ev sahipliginde, Hint Okyanusu Bolgesel Orgiitii TORA) iyeleri
ve Diyalog Ortaklarina agik olarak diizenlenecegi bildirilmektedir.

Is Forumu'na iligkin Konsept Not ve Program ekte iletilmektedir.

Bilgilerinizi ve konunun ilgili {iyelerinize duyurulmasini rica ederim.
e ———

Saygilarimla,

e-dmya
Ali Emre YURDAKUL
Genel Sekreter Yardimcist

EK: Konsept Not ve Program (10 sayfa)

Bu belge, 5070 sayih Elektronik Imza Kanununa gire Giivenli Elektronik Imza ile imzalanmistir,
-3 (1] Evraki Dogrulamak igin : http://belgedogrula.tobb.org.tr/dogrula.aspx?V=BELML2FO

a2 Dumlupinar Bulvari No:252 (Eskigehir Yolu 9. Km.) 06530 /ANKARA Birligimizde
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E 2 E-Posta : info@tobb.org.tr e Web : www.tobb.org.tr Ka“;?s\t(:r:?tlm
Aynintili bilgi igin : Kaan GAFFAROGLU Tel : 03122182220
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E-Posta : kaan.gaffaroglu@tobb.org.tr ygulanmaktadir
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Indian Ocecan Rim Association
MODERNISING TRADE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN RIM - CONFERENCEF.

Capital Pcarls Hotel, Durban, South Africa
17-18 June 2019

CONCEPT NOTE

Including four elements:
The Modernising Trade in the Indian Ocean Rim Conference, for all attendees
2. The Working Group on Trade and Investment (WGT!) meeting, for WGTT delegates only
3. The Working Group on Women’s Economic Empowerment (WGWEE) meeting, for WGWEF:
delegates only
4. The Indian Ocean Rim Business Forum (10RBF) meeting, for IORBI delegates only.

~

Side event:
International Chamber of Connmerce (1CC) 100 Anniversary Regional Event,

Associated workshop:
UN Women Research Validation Workshop on Women’s liconomic Empowerment

Summary

This conference will explore emerging opportunitics for boosting trade and investment in the
Indian Occan Rim region, and accompanying synergies with 10RA's agenda for the economic
empowerment of women. Day 1 will deliver an update on trends and initiatives in the
modernisation of global and regional trade and investment and women’s cconomic
empowerment, and also present a range of idcas on how these trends can be replicated within
I0RA. Day 2 of the conference will convene official delegates to IORA’s private sector arm, the
Indian Ocean Rim Business Forum (JORBFE), as well as the TORA working groups on Trade and
Investment and Women’s Economic Empowerment. These threc groups will consider how to
promote business, trade and women’s empowerment within an [QRA context and advance their
respective work plans.

Additional events will held by the International Chamber of Commerce {ICC) and UN Women.
The [CC will host a 100" Anniversary Regional Event to deepen the JCC's engagement in the
Indian Ocean Rim region and highlight the 1CC’s thought leadership through two panels on global
inequality and climate change. UN Women will host a Research Validation Workshop focussed
on two draft pieces of research on women’s economic empowerment in the Indian Ocean Rim
region. This workshop is aimed at members of the I0RA Working Group on Women's Economic
Empowerment and the Technical Advisory Committee for the UN Women project (attendance to
the workshop is by invitation only and participants will be expected to read the rescarch in
advance).

The confercence is aligned with the commitmentof IORA Member States to implement the Jakarta
Concord and 1Q0RA Action Plan 2017-2021, as adopted at the 20" Anniversary Commemoration




Celebrations in Jakarta (March 2017), the Balaclava Ministerial Declaration on Women’s
Fconomic Kmpowerment - A Prerequisite for Sustainable Development of 2018, the Joint
Declaration on the I0RA Business Community to Build Partnerships for a Sustainable and
liquitable Liconomic Growth of 2017 and the I0RA Economic Declaration of 2014,

Background Information

The fourth industrial revolution (or Industry 4.0) refers to increasing automation, platform
cconomies and data exchange in manufacturing tech nologies that facilitale new business models
and value-producing opportunities. lFostering inclusive growth is particularly pertinent for small
and medium-size enterprises (SMEs), which form the backbone of many regional economies and
represent over 90% of firms and over 70% of employment in most countries, but which may be
disconnected from new technologies. The Joint Declaration on the IORA Business Community to
Build Partnerships for a Sustainable and Equitable Economic Growth of March 2017 recognised
the importance of public-private dialogue in strengthening the collaboration and partnerships
necessary to increase trade and investment for the benefit of businesses and communities across
the Indian Ocean.

Likewise, despile having less access to technology, women around the world use digital
platforms to their advantage by accessing markets, lowering costs ol entry and exit, simplifying
buying and selling, overcoming procedural obstacles and encouraging innovative and
entreprencurial activities,

The 10RA Balaclava Ministerial Declaration on Women's Economic Empowerment and Gender
Lquality as a Prerequisite for Sustainable Development (2018) identified intensifying information
and communication technology as a major paradigm shift that requires further atlention by
IORA Member States and Dialogue Partners. The Declaration states that IORA Member States
will: "adopt concrete measures and innovative policies that aim to promote women's and girls’
participation and skills development in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics,
including Information and Communication Technologies in the light of the looming fourth
induscrial revolution by creating an enabli ng environment as well as providing incentives to women
and girls innovators; including the setting up of appropriate and relevant mentorship programmes
and initiatives for the young girls to enable them to harness their full potential "

Aims and Objectives of the Conference

This two-day conference aims to advance the IORA trade and invesument facilitation and

women’s economic empowerment agendas by:
identifying opportunities within and challenges of the Indian Ocean Rim'’s (uture economy
with a focus on the fourth industrial revolution, trade modernisation and digitisation;
engaging the private sector via regional chambers of commerce and alongside government
olficials to consider policy, regulatory and initiatives that will foster regional prosperity;

- creating a mutually supportive environment for capacity building within, and across, the
[ORA Member States and Dialogue Partners with a focus on women's economic
cmpowerment and practical trade facilitation tools: and
leveraging synergies by co-convening the Indian Ocean Rim Business Forum (IORBI9)
alongside the core IORA bodies (or promoting trade and investment (Working Group on
Trade and Investment (WGTT) and Working Group on Women'’s Economic Empowerment
(WGWLEE)) on Day 2.



Format of the Conference

Day 1 of the conference is directed al government and private sector representatives from 10RA
Member States and Dialogue Partners, such as:
- officials from government departments of trade and industry and gender ministrics
local, national and international Chambers of Commerce;
- trade and investment promotion organisations;
- digital industry players (such as logistics firms, banks, infrasiructure providers and
investors);
- members of National Trade Facilitation Committecs; and
women’s entrepreneur groups.

Day 1 aims to showcase the Indian Ocean as a region of growing economic importance as well as
identifying emerging trends such as changing business ccosystems, the fourth industrial
revolution, and tools to reduce barriers to increased regional trade. These tools include the WTO
Trade Facilitation Agreement, innovative digital apps and online trading platforms, new dispute
and arbitration mechanisms, and promoting women's entrepreneurship.

Day T will culminate with a networking cocktail for both business and government
representatives. The first day will be facilitated by the Australian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ACCI - through funding from the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Tradce)
and the government of South Africa as convener of the WGTI and 10RBF, and current IORA Chair.

Day 2 will convene the IORA Business Forum, hosted by Ms Judi Nwokedi, Chair of IORBE, A key
focus of the TORBE will be the formulation of considered recommendations from the private
sector to governments on how to hoost regional trade and investment among 10RA member
states and dialogue partners.

Day 2 also comprises the formal mectings of the WGTI and WGWELE attended by official
representatives designated by TORA National Focal Points. Officials are encouraged to attend all
clements of Day 1 to facilitate engagement between the public and private sectors and to
strengthen national and regional business cnabling environments as drivers of economic
growth. South Africa will host the WGTI which will consider its forward work plan and Terms
of Reference for the first time. Australia will host the second meeting of the WGWELE and will co-
chair the meeting with Mauritius. The working group meeting will include opportunities to hear
from TORA co-collaborators in the region (UN Women, Human Sciences Rescarch Council,
International Trade Centre) on their recent work and their resulting recommendations for
action. The WGWEE will consider these recommendations for inclusion in its work plan.

Expected Outcomes

This two-day conference is expected 1o achieve the following outcomes:
revitalisation of the 10RA trade and investment agenda, including via stronger linkages with
regional chambers ol commerce

- aroad map to formation of an [ORA Women's Business Forum in consultation with the Indian
Ocean Rim Business Forum

- clarity on a broad framework for the US-IORA partnership on women's economic
ecmpowerment
agreement on draft Terms of Reference and key elements of a Work plan for the Working
Group on Trade and Investment



progress review of the IORA WGWEE work plan including priority activities for
implementation.

Benefits to participants

The ideas and networks generated via this trade modernisation conference and the meelings of
the IORBI, WG'TT and WGWEE will:

expose participants to cutting edge ideas in the areas of trade and investment facilitation;
inject energy and momentum into regional trade and investment efforts, across both private
and public seclors

shape the WGTI and WGWILEL agenda and work plans, in particular ensuring that their work
is complementary; and

build active working groups with aligned programs that build 10RA’s cohesion and influence.

Administrative and logistical arrangements

A draft Agenda for the conference has been circulated scparately.

A detailed Administrative Arrangements document, including registration details, will be
circulated shortly, as will further details about the 1CC side event and associated UN Women
workshop. To express interest in being invited to the UN Women workshop please conlact
jhinni.awotar@iora.int.

For all other conference-related queries, including on the WGTI, TORBE and WGWEL, please
contact the 10RA Secretariat at jhinni.awotar@ijora.int.



